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Agenda 
 

 

Quorum check 

Adoption of Agenda  

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of April 13, 2016 

Reports: 

President  

Treasurer  

Financials 

Registrar –Director of Operations 

Committees 

New Business 

Adjournment 
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Board of Directors 
 

 

2016 APB Board of Directors 
 
President – Domenico Iannidinardo   
Vice President – Pamela Zevit  
Treasurer – Astrid van Woudenberg 
 
Directors: 

Sean Pendergast  
Mark Thompson  
Alyson McHugh 

 
Contract Support Team: 

Executive Director – Marie Vander Heiden 
Registrar - Technical Director – Isabelle Houde   
Bookkeeper – Jill Lobb 

  

 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Directors ending their first year (2016-2018 term): 

Domenico Iannidinardo  

Sean Pendergast  

 

Regional Directors ending their second year (2015-2017 term): 

Pamela Zevit 

 

Directors-at-Large ending their second year (2015-2017 term): 

Mark Thompson  

Astrid van Woudenberg  

Alyson McHugh 
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Minutes from the APB AGM 2016 
Wednesday April 13, Western Bayshore Hotel, Vancouver 

 

Present  
Domenico Iannidinardo (President); Pamela Zevit (Vice President); Alyson McHugh (Director), Sean 

Pendergast (Director);  

Marie Vander Heiden (Executive Director); Isabelle Houde (Registrar-Technical Director) 

Regrets   
Mark Thompson (Director); Astrid Van Woudenberg (Director)   

Minutes  
Isabelle Houde (Registrar-Technical Director) 

See complete 2017 AGM booklet for associated reports and relevant material. Minutes from the 2016 AGM 

reflect Association business for the 2015 year 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Meeting called to order at 9:15 am by President, Domenico Iannidinardo.  

It was Moved (Pamela Zevit) and seconded (Vanessa Craig):  
That the agenda be approved.         

CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 

It was Moved (Brent Matsuda) and seconded (Derek Nishimura):  

That the Minutes from the 11th APB Annual General Meeting held on April 24th 2015 in Prince 
George, BC, be adopted.         

CARRIED 
 

 
Reports for officers and directors to be presented and summarized by Domenico Iannidinardo.  

  

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
The report highlighted the year 2015 as a transitional year for the APB with the new Executive Director, 
Marie Vander Heiden. The valuable involvement of the directors was acknowledged and is, as always, 
appreciated by the Association. 
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APB’s priorities for the year 2016 were presented. These included a focus on media and outreach for 
the Association to be seen and heard by the public, encouraging the membership to participate in 
APB’s initiatives, promote the right to practice, optimize membership service offerings, continue 
cooperation with partners, and increasing responses to biology related issues and advocacy capacity. 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER  
Highlights of report: The cost of APB membership remained the same in 2015. Revenue was lower and 
expenses were also lower in 2015 than in 2014. The APB continued to maintain and accrue interest in 
their GIC. Auditing was done with satisfaction by the Chartered accountants firm Cloutier Matthews.  
It was recommended to hire this same firm to do the financial review in 2016. 
 

It was Moved (Doug Ramsey) and seconded (Vanessa Craig):  

That the chartered accounting firm Cloutier Matthews be reappointed to the financial review 
of the APB books for the fiscal year 2016.         

                                                                          CARRIED 
 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Highlights of report: In 2016 one of APB’s focus was to update and improved the online database 

systems as well as the website to offer better services to its members. The new APB Mentorship 

Program was launched and recruiting. Additional efforts were spent on fundraising with the submission 

of multiple funding proposals.  

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR 
Highlights of report: The membership of the APB was 711 at end of 2015. 79% of the membership is 
from the private sector or is self-employed. One focus of strategic planning is on attracting younger 
members such as students and RBTech.  In 2015 APB offered the long-term membership option to 
retired members. 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEMBER’S INTEREST 

In 2015 APB offered a large selection of member’s benefits including Bioserve, Journal access and 
discounts on various services. APB has been a participant on CAB’s Professional Accountability 
Committee and plans a Reconfiguration of resources to become more prominent media and advocacy 
voice on biological resource issues. 
 
PARTNERS 
APB partners include CAB, ABCFP (joint awards and webinars), APEGBC, BCIA (MoU), CMC-BC (MoU), 
ASPB (MoU), ASTTBC. 
 
  



 
Association of Professional Biology 

2017 Annual General Meeting, Richmond, BC, April 21, 2017               5 

 

PRACTICE ADVISORY 
In 2015, activities from the PAC included: 

• Refinement and implementation of the APB’s Ethics for Natural Resource and Biology 
Professionals Program 

• Ongoing collaboration building from the inter-professional joint statement “Professional 
Leadership in a Changing Climate” and  

• Liaison with Science World on linking the APB to BC’s evolving Science Charter initiative. 
 
Professional Ethics Course 
In 2015 seven Ethics course were delivered across BC by the APB PAC chair and lead on the Professional 
Ethics course, Pamela Zevit, and in partnership with the College of Applied Biology.   
 
Climate Change 
The PAC chair Pamela Zevit participated on behalf of the APB in the “Professional Associations' 
Adaptation Working Group” which evolved out of the partnership from the joint statement on 
professionals and climate change.  
 
Ongoing discussions include:  

• Commitments needed by professional associations  

• Need for government leadership on the issue 

• Investments necessary to provide current and useable data 

• Gap analysis of existing laws and policies to be undertaken by government 

• Identifying proactive adaptation measures that can be implemented 
 
Science Charter Initiative 

• APB recently became a signatory and member of the Science Charter for British Columbia 

• The APB PAC chair Pamela Zevit, attended the first Science Outreach workshop for 
science practitioners and formal and informal educators at Science World.  
(see http://sciencecharter.ca/).  

 
The purpose of the Charter is to foster coherence and collaboration amongst organizations involved in 
science promotion in British Columbia by defining common understandings and purposes. These 
organizations are committed to promoting science and technology, and understand their importance as 
drivers for a vibrant future for British Columbia.  
 
Practice Advisory Bulletins 
The PAC has developed bulletins on various practice areas (“did you know” or “how to” on current 
science protocols). We are always looking for new content that may be relevant to member’s. If you 
think there is a topic in need of some up to date guidance, please let us know! 
 

 
  

http://sciencecharter.ca/
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AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
13 members received Gold Pins for 20 - year membership. 
3 scholarships in 2015 

• Alexandra Francis - $1,500 (Scholarship for APB Member);  

• Emily Mercer - $500 (Scholarship for Non-member) and;  

• Austin Wang - $100 (Science Fair Recipient).  
  

 
QUESTIONS 
 

It was Moved (Brent Matsuda) and seconded (Pamela Zevit):  

That the reports presented at the 2016 APB Annual General Meeting in Vancouver, April 13 be 
accepted with a correction in the financial summary.  The title ‘Advertising and Public Relations’ 
is missing from the financial statement.         

CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE 37TH APB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

It was Moved (Derek Nishimura): 

To adjourn the 37th APB Annual General Meeting held in Vancouver, April 13.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 09:53 am.         

CARRIED 
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2017 APB Annual General Meeting 
Friday April 21, 2017  
Executive Airport Plaza Hotel and Conference Centre, Richmond 

 

 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

Domenico Iannidinardo, MBA, RPF, RPBio, PEng 

 

Thanks for reading the 38th President’s Message for your Association of 

Professional Biology as part of the 2017 Annual General Meeting. Your 

board volunteered many hours in 2016 to restructure and reprioritize the 

Association for 2017.  Pressures are high on our membership numbers 

and revenue.  We have a new staff structure and financial reporting 

structures will also be updated in 2017.  Our 2016 membership dropped 

6% from 2015 – we need to fix that.  We plan to do that through 

reinvigorating the professional biology conference, maintaining our core 

member services, offering more professional development opportunities, 

and truly returning to our advocacy roots to become the first stop for public commentary on the values 

that APB members cherish in the management of biological resources.  Our board appreciates your 

continued dedication to these objectives and invites further input at anytime. 

Thanks to all the dedication of staff, board members, committee members and all members for 

contributing to the Association since our 2017 conference in Richmond.  Enjoy our Conference and AGM 

and stay tuned for details on the 2018 Professional Biology Conference. 

 

 

 

Domenico Iannidinardo, RPBio 
President 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Astrid Van Woudenberg, RPBio. 

 

FINANCIALS 

In 2016, our Annual membership dues remained at $85 for the RPBio, RBTech, and BIT categories, Retired 

members remained at $50 and students were $25. Membership prices were the same in 2015 and 2016. 

This 2017, APB completed a full Review of our financials. The finances show that the Association’s 

financials are being managed in an accountable manner, with a revised process for documentation of 

receipts and expenditures to ensure transparency; all in accordance with proper accounting practices.   

APB closed the year 2016 with outstanding receivables due to failure from a contractor to provide 

supporting documents in relation to some of the expenses. The APB has requested for this contractor to 

provide adequate documentation. These expenses will remain in a receivable account until the required 

supporting documents are provided.  

The APB took one more step in ensuring due diligence by retaining the services of an accounting agency 

to maintain the books in 2017.  Documentation of receipts and expenditures will be reviewed again with 

the new board in 2017, including changes recently made. 

 

FINANCES 

Funding for the 2016 budget year was accomplished via dues collection and APB regular services such as 

job postings.  There was no annual conference in 2016, which contributed the most to a decline in revenue 

since 2015, although our liabilities also declined. 

Although our past Executive Director worked hard at several fund-raising opportunities, unfortunately 

they did not come to fruition.  My outlook is positive, however, with a new board of very qualified 

individuals joining and our goal to set new strategic objectives for 2017, including webinars among other 

information provision sessions that can generate revenue.  We expect to see greater opportunities with 

improved economic conditions in Canada and globally and new ideas from an expanded board. 
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ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BIOLOGY  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Year ended December 31, 2016 

(Unaudited) 
 

 

 

 

ENGAGEMENT REVIEW REPORT 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND NET ASSETS 

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

Isabelle Houde, RPBio 
 

In 2016 the APB welcomed 17 new members and introduced the concept of the Associate membership. 

The Associate membership option is designed for biologists or natural resource specialists who have 

graduated from a recognized academic institution (e.g. bachelors or higher) but who wish to become 

involved in advocacy for the practice of biology in BC or Canada but are presently not members in good 

standing with an accredited professional organization such as CAB or ASPB or the Royal Society of 

Biology etc. ‘Associate’ members enjoy all membership benefits conferred by the Association except the 

ability to vote or provide direction for the APB. may. ‘Associate’ members of APB must sign will be 

required to sign a declaration that they will not fraudulently represent themselves as having attained 

professional accreditation for any organization that they do not legitimately have good standing with 

and that the Associate member shall indemnify and save harmless the APB from all suits or actions at 

law of any kind that result should they commit such fraud. The APB is presently developing a screening 

criteria to support the implementation of this type of membership and foresees the Associate 

membership becoming available before end of 2017. 

The APB Membership summary is presented in Table 1 with a breakdown of the membership categories.  

Table 2 shows membership employment categories.   

Thank you to the College of Applied Biology who assisted with sending out APB information packages to 

new CAB members.  Most important, thank you to all members of the APB for your continued support 

and partnership in the success of promoting the principles of professional biology! 

Table 1.  APB Membership for 2016 by category1.  Table 2.  APB Membership Demographics by 

Employment Sector for 2016. 

 
 

Number of APB 
memberships 2016 

  Percentage of APB 
memberships 2016 

Registered members   Private Sector 58% 

RPBio and PBiol 609  Self Employed 20% 

RPBio On Leave 0  Provincial Government 8% 

RPBio Retired 26  Municipal Government 3% 

RBTech 8  Education 3% 

Enrolled members   Not for Profit 2% 

BIT 15  Federal Government 1% 

Trainee (RBTech) 1  Fist Nations 1% 

Students 5    

Honorary members 1    

Life members 3    

Associate 9    

Total 668    
1Numbers as of December 31, 2016. Members on Leave are included as they still appear on the registry. 
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COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 
 

1. Budget and Finance Committee 

• Chair: Astrid van Woudenberg 
• Domenico Iannidinardo 

2. Practice Advisory Committee 

• Chair: Pamela Zevit 

3. Advocacy and Outreach Committee 

• Chair: Domenico Iannidinardo 
• Alyson McHugh 
• Pamela Zevit 
• Sean Pendergast 

Sub-Committees: 
Regulatory Policy 
Communications and Liaison 
Internal Policy Maintenance 

4. Member Interests and Benefits Committee 

• Sean Pendergast 
• Domenico Iannidinardo 
• Pamela Zevit 

Sub-Committees: 
Continuing Development Committee 
AGM Resolutions Committee 
Awards and Scholarships Committee 
 
Mentorship Committee  
Chair: Mark Thompson 
 
Nomination Committee 
Chair: Domenico Iannidinardo 
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COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 
 

PRACTICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Pamela Zevit, RPBio 

 

The “PAC” continued to be represented in 2016 by Pamela Zevit, Vice President of the Association. As 

with previous years, the focus was on professional development and practice opportunities. Many of 

which reflect a long-term commitment to have the APB (and its members) voice at the table for relevant 

sectors for the profession. These included: 

2) Continued representation on the BC Climate Change Secretariat’s Professionals and Climate 
Change Adaptation Working Group. This working group is a collaborative with the Province of BC, 
Professional Planning Institute of BC, Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists BC, BC 
Institute of Agrology, College of Applied Biology, BC Society of Landscape Architects and Association 
of BC Forest Professionals. The working group meets to share resources and perspectives with the 
objective to enable professional practitioners in respective professions to become better prepared 
to address climate change responsibilities in dealing with the public, industry and other sectors. 
Delivering annual dialogue sessions on professional ethics and practice responsibilities for BCIT 
Second Year Fish and Wildlife Students: In partnership with RPBio Doug Ransome of the BCIT FWR 
Program, Pamela has continued to develop and deliver a session every fall to second year students 
to help them prepare for dealing with ethical issues and conflicts as they enter their professional 
careers. 

3) Ongoing Liaison with Science World: As part of raising the profile of Biology Professionals as an 
important facet of STEM careers, Pamela continues to be involved with Science World’s Scientists 
and Science Innovators in the Classroom (SIS) program. Aside from her volunteer work in schools, 
Pamela represents the APB at the annual Science Outreach workshop at Science World as well as 
regular knowledge sharing with staff.   

 

ADVOCACY AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

Domenico Iannidinardo, MBA, RPF, RPBio, PEng 

 
Sub-Committees: Regulatory Policy, Communications and Liaison, Internal Policy Maintenance 

The Advocacy and Outreach Committee focused on ensuring the APB maintained its relationships with 

related organizations in 2016 and started planning for how increased advocacy could be activated in 

2017.  The APB President did arrange a meeting with a town council at the end of 2016 to remind the 

public about the profession and where it fits into tough decisions about land use.  We will pursue further 

opportunities in 2017 and provide APB members with more support to deploy such public presence 

wherever they may practice in Canada. 
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MEMBER INTERESTS AND BENEFITS COMMITTEE 

Domenico Iannidinardo, MBA, RPF, RPBio, PEng 
 
Sub-Committees: Conference, AGM Resolutions, Mentorship, Awards & Scholarships, Nominations and 

Fellows 

The Member Interest and Benefits Committee is an overarching committee to make sure members are 

happy with what they get for their membership with the APB. It’s still that simple.  It includes making 

changes to our bylaws that now allow non-professional members to join (without voting privileges).  It 

includes making sure we regularly have great conferences where you can get professional development 

credit and network with your peers.   

Additionally, this committee convenes to award scholarships to students and various awards to members.  

Congratulations to the Scholarships and Awards recipients and thank you for your commitment to the 

APB: 

 

2016 scholarships committee 

 

Emily Mercer – Recipient of the 2016 APB Scholarship 

Congratulation to Emily Mercer who is a member of APB and received the 2016 APB Scholarship.  Emily 
is an undergrad student in the Microbiology Department at the University of Guelph. She has been doing 
research in both the Environmental Sciences and Pathobiology departments. A world traveler and 
volunteer for international help projects, Emily plans to continue to graduate school and specialize in 
the field of human gastrointestinal health and disease.  The APB is happy to present Emily with $1500 in 
scholarship. 

Bethany Arndt – Recipient of the 2016 APB Scholarship for non-members 

Congratulation to Bethany Arndt who received the 2016 APB Scholarship offered to non-members. 

Bethany is a biology student at the University of British Columbia, Okanagan campus. She has been 

working with an environmental consulting company, and doing volunteer work and information sessions 

on species-at-risk. The APB is happy to present Bethany with $500 in scholarship. 
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2017 Awards Recipients 

FELLOW IN ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BIOLOGY - FAPB  
Al Peatt 
Alison Peat 
Dave Polster 
Barb Fargetter 
Andy Matysiak 
Debora Stanyer  
Liz Stanlake 

LIFE MEMBERS 
Fred Bunnell 
Gerry Taylor 

Ian Hatter 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD: 
Linda Stordeur 

IAN MCTAGGART-COWAN AWARD: 
David Low 

2017 GOLD PIN RECIPIENTS 

Michael Badry Jeff Matheson 

Randy Baker Brian Mercer 

Christine Beers Deborah Muggli 

Erika Boch James Saunders 

John Boulanger Margaret Sidney 

Bruce Cousen Richard Sims 

Helen Davis Carleen Smithies 

Darren Fillier Edith Tobe 

Karen Grainger Leanna Warman 

Michele Hill Brent Wilson 

Hagen Hohndorf Cynthia Wright 

Domenico Iannidinardo Christopher Zamora 

Bruce Leighton  
 

Thanks again for their service to all those members ending their term on the board at this year’s AGM and 

to those continuing into 2018.  The volunteer time donated to the board is critical to keeping the APB 

relevant.  As ever, please consider joining the board or a committee.  It is a rewarding way to contribute 

to the advancement of the profession.  Contact any of the existing board members to discuss what this 

entails. 


