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May 2026      
 

A message from BioNOTES Sponsor 
If you’re passionate about helping ecosystems recover and thrive, the BSc & MSc programs in 
Ecological Restoration at BCIT are worth exploring. The programs blend scientific knowledge 
with practical, field-based experience and part-time, full-time, and PD options to match your 
busy schedule.  Learn more about how 
the program can support your career 
goals: Ecological Restoration – BCIT 
 
 
 

Bill Jex Named Biology Professional of the Year 
 

Biology Professional of the Year was recently 
awarded by APB to Bill Jex, RPBio. A local of 
Smithers (a ‘Smithereen’)  for two decades, Bill has 
enjoyed a career in natural resources that started in 
1984. Since then, Bill has been dedicated to the 
conservation of fish, wildlife, and habitat in BC and 
across Canada. Bill has worked as an environmental 
consultant and held a range of regulatory, 
enforcement, and specialist roles in provincial 
governments. Before retiring from the British 
Columbia government in the spring of 2025, he 
served as the first Provincial Wild Sheep and 
Mountain Goat Specialist, acting as the provincial 
species expert and representing the province both nationally and internationally. The APB 
Board of Directors identified Bill as an ideal candidate for the award and a great representative 
for the profession.  
 
Bill Jex (left) received the award from APB Executive Director John Leech at a site overlooking 
the Fraser River in Lillooet BC.  
 
 

APB AGM 2026 
May 28 with Keynote speaker Dr Garry Merkel RPF  
starting at 11am and AGM at 12noon. REGISTER TODAY at 
professionalbiology.com/2026agm  
 

https://www.bcit.ca/programs/ecological-restoration/
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Dr Garry Merkel RPF > KEYNOTE at AGM 2026 
 
We are pleased that Garry has agreed to speak at AGM 2026.  
His topic is ‘A review of different approaches to ecologically 
sound management of forests in BC toward the goal of 
sustainable forestry.  
 
APB is inviting all CAB registrants to join us. We encourage you to 
sign up and bring a colleague.  
 
REGISTER HERE> professionsalbiology.com/2026agm 

 
 

Gathering Our Voices 
APB Presents at Indigenous Conference 
 
Pamela Zevit RPBio, a current member of the APB Board 
and former President of APB, joined Technology Professions 
BC Board member Dawn McGrath  in presenting at 2 one-
hour sessions at Gathering Our Voices (GOV), each with 
30+ youth in attendance. GOV is an Indigenous-led 
conference designed to enhance Indigenous youth 
awareness of many aspects of their culture and other 
areas of development such as education and careers.  
           

Our goal was to impart information on educational and 
career opportunities in applied biology and engineering 
and applied science technology. A second objective was 
to gather input that will help APB frame a statement on 
Indigenous Peoples and craft a logo.  
 
There was no other workshop that addressed STEM 
education and careers. Youth participation was positive, 
confirming this was a positive contribution by APB.  
      
 

 

Are you REGISTERED?  

You will learn about how 
APB is serving the applied 
biology profession.  
 
You will find out about how 
the APB Board and staff are 
addressing a revitalization 
initiative… to re-build APB.  
 
 

YOU will be supporting your professional organization.  
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BioSERVE > A Disclaimer on Postings 
BioSERVE is an APB service that provides information of potential interest to APB members, a 
diverse group with varied interests and views. APB receives information from various sources 
and in receiving the messaging does not curate beyond an initial screening of notices for the 
purpose of eliminating clearly inappropriate messages.  
 
APB received a concern that one posting was in part soliciting funds for the third party’s  
‘cause’. APB wishes to offer information to members; however APB does not have the 
resources to do more than an initial screening of information received from external parties. To 
help clarify the situation and let members know of APB’s approach, we are crafting a 
‘disclaimer’, currently drafted as follows:  
 
BioSERVE is an APB service that provides information of potential interest to APB 
members, a diverse group with diverse interests and views.  APB receives information 
from various sources and in receiving the messaging does not curate beyond an initial 
screening of notices for the purpose of eliminating clearly inappropriate messages. APB 
does not endorse nor assume any responsibility for the information provided by third 
parties.  
 
This disclaimer is a work in progress. The Board of Directors will review this draft later this year 
and approve a final version. In the meantime APB will post this draft disclaimer statement 
 
As we manage BioSERVE postings we invite your comments and suggestions to 
info@professionalbiology.com 

 

 

Business Affiliates Provide Testimonials 
 
“APB has an important role in highlighting the role of biology professionals and in advocating for 
the profession. We support APB’s goals”. Bruce Clark, RPBio of Balanced Advisors 
 
“We are pleased to join as a Business Affiliate and in this way further support APB’s work as the 
advocate for applied biology”. Wayne Wall, RPBio of Graham/Wall 
 
“APB has much to offer, especially as a contributor to legislation, policies and standards that 
apply to the field of applied biology.” Domenico Iannidinardo, RPBio, RPF, PEng 
 
“We support APB as an important organization for the biologists on our team, and encourage 
other firms to support APB.” Jason Jones, RPBio on behalf of EcoLogic 

 
 

FEEDBACK REQUESTED A PRIZE FOR A BRIEF COMMENT ON OUR WORK 

We want to hear from you… to know what you think of our progress thus far… to get your 
thoughts on the BioNOTES newsletter… and anything else that you wish to offer. Please be 
brief (max 50 words suggested). To add a little SIZZLE we will award a few prizes for the 3 
top submissions.  Send in your thoughts by end of day May 31, 2026.  

APB invites other firms, no matter the size, to consider Business Affiliate membershp at a 
modest cost of $150 a year. We are finalizing all benefits for this form of membership and will 
follow up. See the APB website for information and to apply.   

mailto:info@professionalbiology.com
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APB Attends CAB Conference   
 

Board Directors Jim Cuthbert RPBio and Wayne Wall RPBio 
as well as Kristin Storry RPBio were in attendance and all 
had APB corporate rulers and bookmarks to pass along to 
attendees, especially those who are not currently members 
of APB.  
 
Wayne, who was the official APB delegate to the conference, 
commented, “The College of Applied Biologists of BC provided a 
great learning experience. I connected with many others who serve 
the profession, including the current CAB Board Chair, Corinna 
Hoodicoff (top photo)  I highly recommend APB members consider 
attending in future years.” Wayne has served on the CAB Ethics 
Committee and Audit and Practice Review Committee as well as a 
number of Task Forces including the Species at Risk Task Group 
and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Task Group.  Presently, Wayne 
is an Audit Assessor with the CAB .  
 
Kristin Storry (bottom photo with Wayne), a member who has 
submitted her nomination to serve on the APB Board, added, “I 
found the sessions very informative and a great CPD experience. It 
was also helpful to meet other biology professionals and share 
information on issues of the day. I will not hesitate to attend future 
CAB events.”  
 
Jim Cuthbert, Chair of the APB AGM Committee, has been a regular 
at the CAB Conferences. Jim enthused, “I always enjoy attending a 
conference where I meet other biology professionals and share 
information, especially where we have a passion for advocating for 
certain aspects of our environment, For me it is old growth forest. I 
appreciate what CAB is doing to help registrants enhance their 
professional skills and career development.”  
 
WE INVITE APB MEMBERS to send us a brief (max 75 words) 
comment about the CAB Conference. 
info@professionalbiology.com. Deadline May 31, 2026 

 
 

Community Reps Needed 
 
While there are many volunteer opportunities at TPBC we are currently 
looking for Community Representatives (CRs) in a number of towns 
around BC. Have a look at OUR PEOPLE on the APB web site  
https://professionalbiology.com/ and then send us a note indicating 
your interest in helping out… as a CR or in any other capacity. 
  
We WELCOME your help. Send your email and areas of interest to 
info@professionalbiology.com 
 
 

mailto:info@professionalbiology.com
https://professionalbiology.com/
mailto:info@professionalbiology.com
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Volunteer Assistance Needed  
APB is largely volunteer-driven, requiring the 
assistance of APB members to help deliver 
advocacy for the profession. 2 hours a month 
make a difference. We ask you to give it some 
thought and then send a note to 
info@professionalbiology.com. We will talk about possibilities. 
 
 

Perkopolis – A Member Benefit that is Sometimes Forgotten 
 
We know members have access to a number of special offers for auto 
rentals, hotels, air travel and the like. Overlooked at times is APB’s 
connection with Perkopolis, an organization that has packaged 
many services and programs that will be of interest to members.  
Check it out: 
https://professionalbiology.com/memberbenefits/ 
 
 

TeensTalkBiology  
APB will launch a TeensTalkBiology initiative in June 2026, 
inviting all APB members and CAB registrants to encourage 
their children to submit a written information piece on 
applied biology with an accompanied photo. The 
submissions will come from teens in two groups, 13 to 15 
inclusive and 16 to 19 inclusive. Details of the project will be 
provided mid June, with submissions due mid September. 
Stay tuned for more details.  
 
 

 

Build your future restoring ecosystems – A Message from the BioNOTES Sponsor 
 
BCIT’s BSc & MSc programs in Ecological Restoration prepare students to diagnose 
environmental problems, design defensible restoration plans, and deliver real-world results. 
These field-oriented, industry-connected programs combine applied research, hands-on 
fieldwork, and collaboration with diverse partnerships. Graduates gain strong professional, 
leadership, and technical skills, with careers spanning consulting, government, Indigenous 
communities, and conservation. Our graduates have exceptionally strong employment 
outcomes across ecological restoration and related environmental fields.  Full-time and 
part-time options are available, as well as professional development courses. Apply now 
and start this September—help lead the future of ecological restoration.  Learn more 
here: Ecological Restoration – BCIT 

Your Feedback on BioNOTES   

We welcome your comments and feedback on this issue and ask for your ideas on info you’d 
like covered in BioNOTES. Please send us your comments and suggestions. We will publish 
the highlights of your input.  Write us at info@professionalbiology.com 

mailto:info@professionalbiology.com
https://professionalbiology.com/memberbenefits/
https://www.bcit.ca/programs/ecological-restoration/
mailto:info@professionalbiology.com

