
 
 

 
 

 
Association of Professional Biology Annual General Meeting 2025 (2025-05-23) 
Online Video Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
11:50 pm (PDT): Scheduled start / virtual room open 
12:00 pm (PDT): Call to order:  Bruce Clark, President 
 
Confirmation of quorum (minimum 30 members required):  Bruce Clark, President 

• 58 attendees online; 52 active members (including 8 BOD members) 
• Of the 52 members; 50 are accredited or emeritus members & 2 are affiliate members 
• Review of online attendees: quorum was reached 

 
Adoption of agenda:  Bruce Clark, President 

• Motion to adopt agenda:  Pamela Zevit 
• Seconded:  Geoff Krause 
• Discussion:  none 
• Question called:  carried 

Agenda adopted 
 
Land acknowledgement 

The Association of Professional Biology acknowledges that we operate within the 
traditional territories of the Indigenous peoples of British Columbia. 

 
Welcome and introductions  Bruce Clark, President 

• BOD officers present on screen 
o Bruce Clark; President 
o William Parker; Vice-President  
o Domenico Iannidinardo; Past-President 
o Afshin Parsamanesh; Treasurer 
o Emily Grishaber; Secretary 

o Jim Cuthbert 

o David Vey 

• Directors present online 
o Wayne Wall; Privacy Officer 
o Pamala Zevit 

o Bruce Clark; President 
o Afshin Parsamanesh; Treasurer 
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o Emily Grishaber; Secretary 

o Jim Cuthbert 

• Staff (contract) 
o Audrey Atkins, Office Manager 

• Invited Guests 
o Technology Professions B.C. (TPBC) 
 Dave Rutherford, President 
 John Leech, CEO 

o External accountant 
 Aterna Advisors Inc.; Amir Masood 

o Post AGM presentation: City of Vancouver Green Infrastructure Program 
 Nick Mead-Fox 
 Sheri DeBoer 

o Scholarship recipient  
 Milena Wilson 

o College of Applied Biologists (CAB) 
 Corinna Hoodicoff (Chair) 

o Alterna Advisors Inc.  
 Amir Masood  

o Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF-IFC) 
 Ken Farr, a/Executive Director 

 
Approval of minutes of AGM 2024  Bruce Clark 

• Motion to adopt minutes:  Sandy Lipovsky 
o Seconded:     Dan Trisseur 
o Discussion: None 
o Question called:  [Carried] 
o Minutes [approved] 

 
Board of Directors report  Bruce Clark 

• APB role/purpose 
Association of Professional Biology (APB) is a professional organization as defined 
under the British Columbia Professional Governance Act (PGA).  However, APB is not a 
regulatory body.  Under PGA, the regulation of applied biologists in B.C. is the purview 
of the College of Applied Biologists (CAB). 

The CAB mandate is to protect the public interest by regulating the practice of applied 
biology. 
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The APB purpose is to support the practice of science-based applied biology in general 
and APB members in particular. 

o APB BOD accepted invitation to attend the CAB 2025 Conference at Prince George 

• APB affiliations 
APB purpose:  Promote liaison with other professional associations for mutual 
professional development. 

o Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF-IFC) 
o Technology Professions BC (TPBC) 
 APB accepted invitation to attend TPBC inaugural AGM 2024. 

• Financial Statements  Bruce Clark 
o Provided to AGM registrants and posted on APB website in advance of AGM 
o Challenges 
 Bookkeeper retirement / new bookkeeper 
 Incompatible booking software 
 Vancouver Foundation Grant year 1 bookkeeping error 
 External accountant changes 

 Aside from the Vancouver Foundation (VF) grant, the only substantive APB 
income source is membership dues; APB is losing members every year. 

 Without the VF grant funding, APB would be in a deficit position, operating in 
the red, with limited contingency funds available. 

 There is only one year of VF grant funding remaining. 

o Presentation of Financial Statements for fiscal year 2024 
 Amir Masood, Aterna Advisors Inc. 

o Motion to accept Financial Statements  Emily Grishaber 
 Seconded:        Pamela Zevit 
 Discussion: None 
 Question called: [Carried] 
 Financial statement [adopted] 

• Appointment of external accountant for fiscal year 2025  Bruce Clark 
o Motion to appoint Aterna Advisors Inc. as external accountant for fiscal year 2025 
 Motion moved:  Afshin Parsamanesh 
 Seconded:   Geoff Krause 
 Discussion: None 
 Question called: [Carried] 

o Aterna Advisors Inc. appointed as APB external accountant for fiscal year 2025 
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• Vancouver Foundation Grant update 
o 2024 Year 1 
 Improved technology to streamline APB member services communications 

and delivery and realize admin cost savings. 
 Social media marketing initiative contract: 

• Cherry Creative Group 
 Contract staff support: 

• Enhanced technology. 
• Member services delivery. 
• Bylaw and policy updates. 
• Membership social media marketing initiative. 
• Mentorship program revitalization  Emily Grishaber 

o 2025 Year 2 
 Contract staff / external contracts to support: 

• Member services development and delivery 
o Member engagement/input 

• Mentorship program revitalization 
o Member engagement/input 

• Membership social media marketing initiative 
o Member engagement/input 

• Bylaws and policy updates 
• Grant applications 

• Scholarship 

o Milena Wilson - $2000 scholarship 
3rd year student pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology with a 
certificate in Geographic Information Sciences and Environmental Impact 
Assessment at Dalhousie University. 

• Strategy Statement 

o Functionality – Administrative functionality in support of broader strategy. 
 Goal 1 - Hire a dedicated APB administrative team to support membership 

and the Board of Directors. 
• Managing Director – Vancouver Foundation Grant 

o Inclusivity – Membership increases and broader representation 
 Goal 3 – BOD members in first decade of professional biology career. 

• In place - one director who meets criteria. 
• Actively working at recruiting others. 

 Goal 4 – Membership increase. 
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• Member services development and delivery. 
• Mentorship program revitalization 
• Membership social media marketing initiative 

o Advocacy – Independent science-based advocate for professional biology. 
 Recent requests / comments regarding advocacy support 
 APB Professional Biology Advocacy Policy was developed in 2012.  BOD will be 

seeking member input regarding revitalization of active advocacy. 

• Communications and member interest 

o Member benefits 
 Insurance and various member benefits are described on the APB website. 

o BioServe 
 Community of practice information. Members are encouraged to 

identify/provide relevant content. 

o Online infrastructure enhancements 
 Applications used by office staff and BOD have been migrated to Microsoft 

Office 365 for better member support, collaboration, security, and cost 
savings. 

o Social media – Communication and outreach 
 Members are encouraged to follow APB LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram 

accounts and provide content. 

o Discord 
 Free communication platform that allows users to chat via text, voice, and 

video. Organizes communication into "servers," virtual communities with their 
own channels for text and voice chat. APB has our own Discord server. 

 A platform for discussion of topics, including contentious subjects, of interest 
to the APB community of practice. 

 

Appointment of directors  Bruce Clark 

Director candidates 

The Board of Directors (BOD) anticipates identifying director candidates that meet APB goals of 
diversity and inclusivity.  The BOD is actively pursuing broader BOD representation across all 
member scopes of practice and demographics, including gender, generational, and minorities. 

Appointment of directors 

• Directors departing – end of two-year term  
o Afshin Parsamanesh 
 Thank you, for your service 
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• Directors remaining – 2nd year of two-year term 
o Emily Grishaber 
o William Parker 
o Bruce Clark 

• Directors appointed by BOD after AGM 2024; require AGM approval of 2nd year of two-
year term 
o Jim Cuthbert 
o David Vey 

• Directors standing for re-election/appointment to a new two-year term 
o Pamela Zevit 
o Wayne Wall 

• Motion to appoint 
o Jim Cuthbert and David Vey to the 2nd year of their respective two-year terms; 
o Pamela Zevit and Wayne Wall to respective new two-year terms. 
 Motion moved:  Emily Grishaber 
 Seconded:   Leslie Kristoff 
 Discussion: None 
 Question called: [Carried] 

• 2025-2026 BOD 
o Pamela Zevit    Term 2025-2027 
o Wayne Wall     Term 2025-2027 
o David Vey     Term 2024-2026 
o William Parker    Term 2024-2026 
o Emily Grishaber    Term 2024-2026 
o Jim Cuthbert    Term 2024-2026 
o Bruce Clark     Term 2024-2026 

 
New business  Bruce Clark 

• Special resolution 

The BOD is proposing changes to existing APB bylaws to better reflect APB policy and 
practice while maintaining consistency with Societies Act requirements.  The proposed 
bylaw changes are laid out in the document with the heading: 

Association of Professional Biology – log of proposed changes to the Constitution and 
Bylaws for consideration at the May 2025 Annual General Meeting. 

The document has been posted on the APB website. 
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o Motion:  To adopt the changes to the APB constitution and bylaws 
recommended by the APB Board of Directors as laid out in the document with the 
heading Association of Professional Biology – log of proposed changes to the 
Constitution and Bylaws for consideration at the May 2025 Annual General 
Meeting. 

 Motion moved:  Pamela Zevit 
 Seconded:   Emily Grishaber 
 Discussion: None 

• Bruce Clark comment: 
Discussion with the external accountant identified inconsistencies in 
some wording in the bylaw changes proposed in the special resolution. 
Amended resolution is described in the document with the heading 
Proposed revision of Special Resolution.  The amended resolution was 
provided to the members and posted on the APB website in advance of 
the AGM. 
If the members agree, the BOD will withdraw the motion on the floor and 
propose a motion to adopt the amended resolution. 
[Members agree: Motion withdrawn] 

o Motion moved:  Emily Grishaber 
o Seconded:   Bruce Clark 
o Discussion: 
o Question called: [Carried] 

o Motion:  To adopt amended resolution 

 Motion moved:  Bruce Clark 
 Seconded:   Emily Grishaber 
 Discussion: 
 Question called: [carried] 

• Other new business 

o [None] 

Adjournment  Bruce Clark 

• Motion to adjourn the AGM: 
o Motion moved:  Sandy Lipovsky 
o Seconded:   Geoff Krause 
o Question called: [Carried] 

• The meeting is adjourned:  1:12 pm (PDT) 
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Presentation following the AGM 

Effective Collaboration between Engineering and Applied Biology Professionals 

Professional Engineers Nick Mead-Fox and Sheri DeBoer, City of Vancouver Green 
Infrastructure Program, provided their insights into how engineering and applied biology 
professionals can collaborate effectively to meet their respective professional 
responsibilities and goals. 

 
 


