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With this issue we are moving to quarterly issues of BioNOTES. To keep things simple we will
tie issues to the seasons. While a bit later than expected we start with Summer 2026.

A message from BioNOTES Sponsor

If you’re passionate about helping ecosystems recover and thrive, the BSc & MSc programs in
Ecological Restoration at BCIT are worth exploring. The programs blend scientific knowledge
with practical, field-based experience and part-time, full-time, and PD options to match your

busy schedule. Learn more about how :
the program can support your career =

goals: Ecological Restoration — BCIT RESTORE OUR NATURAL WORLD
BSc AND MSc IN ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

Mark Angelo Receives APB Honorary Member Award

Mark Angelo is a globally renowned river conservationist,
speaker, writer, and paddler. He is the Chair and founder of
both BC Rivers Day and World Rivers Day, now celebrated
by millions of people in over 100 countries. And now he is an
Honorary Member of the Association of Professional Biology.

In presenting the award APB President Bruce Clark exuded,
“This APB Honorary Member Award is being presented in
recognition of your many years of service to communities
near and far with respect to rivers and the natural world
around us. Congratulations, Mark!”

Among his many accolades, he is a recipient of the Order of
Canada and the Order of BC for his efforts to protect and
restore rivers both locally and around the world

In receiving the Award Mark enthused, “I am very pleased to
receive this award and appreciate the good work of the
Association. This is a great honor”.

APB President Bruce Clark (Left)
presents award to Mark Angelo


https://www.bcit.ca/programs/ecological-restoration/

APB — CAB Meeting

Immediately prior to preparing this issue of BioNotes
APB and CAB leaders met in Victoria to discuss the
role of the two organizations and explore areas of
mutual interest. The conversation covered many
topics and was most productive, landing on subjects
such as continuous professional development,
participation at AGMs and conferences to share
information about their respective roles, support for
early-career biology professionals, and mentoring.
There was agreement to continue dialogue and
explore opportunities for collaboration where they
align with each organization’s distinct role and
mandate.

Pictured (left to right) are: Domenico lannidinardo,
Past President, APB; Bruce Clark, President APB;
Debbi Stanyer, Board Chair, CAB; Laura Plante,
CAB CEO; and, John Leech, APB Executive Director

CAB Conference 2027

The 2027 CAB conference is scheduled for April 7 to 9 inclusive at the Penticton Lakeside
Resort. APB is exploring ways APB can take an active role with this meeting, a first in a number
of years. We encourage you to mark your calendar and plan to be there.

APB AGM 2026 — Dr Garry Merkle and More

AGM 2026 included a CPD session with Dr Garry Merkle who
presented A review of different approaches to ecologically sound
forest management in British Columbia, with a focus on advancing
sustainable forestry. Garry’s presentation was informative and
engaging and was well received by attendees. We THANK Garry for
his contribution to the success of AGM 2026.

In appreciation of Garry’s presentation APB contributed $1k to the
TeensTALKBiology contest.

CAB Chair Deborah Stanyer and CEO Laura Plante attended the APB AGM, with Debbi
bringing greetings from, and providing an update on, the College of Applied Biology. Canadian
Institute of Forestry Director of Programs and Initiatives Natasha Machado attended and
provided an update on CIF, noting that in 2022

CIF and APB signed a MoA indicating an intent by ﬁ:ﬁiaﬁonof Professional Biology"

to work together in areas of common interest. 2026 Annual General Meeting
Technology Professions BC President Dave . e May 28,2026

Rutherford and CEO John Leech rounded out g i &5 ¥ g'YourVi)t:l;rvi?;rl‘}”;afessiun

special guests with Dave outlining the links NRET ) 4,';” S ¢ S
between APB and TPBC, building on a joint - i RegHer NOWRE professionalbiology.comt gf‘:’ -

MoA. N\ e .




APB Bylaw Changes Support More Effective Governance
At AGM 2026 APB members supported changes to the APB Bylaws that
clarify aspects of Board governance and amend the quorum requirement
such that APB is better able to make quorum at the AGM and general
meetings. A second change relates to reporting of financial statements at
the AGM. The change provides additional options as to who might conduct
a review / audit of the financial statements.

The revised Bylaws permits the Board to appoint a number of APB members who are not
serving on the Board to carry out the review of financial statements. The Board may appoint a
professional accounting firm to carry out an audit, notably if required by a third party funder. This
round of changes allows for better management of APB’s governance and business affairs.

SFIl Conference 2027 in Victoria

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SF1) is hosting a conference April 12 — 16 in Victoria. SFl is
a sustainability organization operating in the United States and Canada. SFI was founded in
1994 by the American Forest & Paper Association, a wood and paper products trade
association. SFl is the world's largest single forest certification standard by area. For info on
SFI> htips://forests.org/

MENTORING

The revised mentorship experience details are posted

on the APB website which contains useful information ®

about how mentorship affects you at all stages in your

life, and how valuable it is to share experiences with A t

those that have already followed the path you have en O r
chosen. The information is presented in text and video

formats.
A Peer-to-Peer page is still in the development stage.

The “more formal” program of matching mentors and mentees is up and running with a revised
format to make participation simpler and more flexible in recognition of the busy lives and
flexible needs of APB members.

To date we have seen one mentorship complete that was started on the old program and
finished on the new format. A new pairing is just now underway. Many thanks to Operations
Director Sue Clark for her leadership on the program revitalization and to Lachlan Nicol who
provided advice around engaging young professionals to take advantage of this program.

TeensTalkBiology

APB launched TeensTALKBiIology initiative in June 2026,
inviting all APB members and CAB registrants to encourage
their children and grandchildren to submit a written
information piece on applied biology. The submissions will
come from teens in two groups, 13 to 15 inclusive and 16 to “
19 inclusive. N
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Your Feedback on BioNOTES

We welcome your comments and feedback on this issue and ask for your ideas on info you'd
like covered in BioNOTES. Please send us your comments and suggestions. We will publish
the highlights of your input. Write us at info@professionalbiology.com



https://forests.org/
mailto:info@professionalbiology.com

